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Abstract 


The River and the City 

On their Origins and Semantics in Sumerian 

Great rivers are a ’temen’ part of the history, offering important advantages to a 
developing civilization. They provide water to irrigate the fields, and a basic food, the fish. They 
offer probably the most ancient method of transport. Thus, the River gives life to the City. 

The sign id 2 'river, canal,' is written A.LAGABxHAL, literally 'water distribution 
enclosure,' near the idea 'irrigate, canal.' LAK-194 gives lum 'brook', near idea 'river,' but it has 
many other meanings. Might a single word, lum 'river,' cover such semantic range? The answer 
is here. 

Looking for graphic-semantic continuity from pictographic to OS and later periods, it 
comes up the possibility of seeming discontinuity in the bond of original pictograph or developed 
sign and its value/meaning. That might have been increased by signs rebus/phonetic use. The 
wide spread homonymy would be the main actor in occurrences of such discontinuity. Also, 
differences in the frequency of homonyms may have dictated changes, thus switching the less 
frequent homonym to another, semantically related sign, or modifying it. 

Following such view, it is analyzed Urinv graphic etymology, especially the origins of 
SES, its relation to PAP, NU, how ses might have meant 'brother,' relation to Nanna/Sin and 
moon, AB meanings, homonymy, and related words. Also, the meanings of Urims, urun 'exalted,' 
and urn 'guard, protect,' together with its classical meaning Ur 'the City' are analyzed as related 
to 'wall' and 'bridge', essential elements of a city. This paper reaches the conclusion that Urims 
SES.AB graphic etymology is a 'Flag/Sign of Temple/Father/God,' and it means the nearby 
phrases: the Exalted ’Sign/Place of Temple/Father/God,’ also analyzed as possible origins of the 
terms city, cite, Stadt, etc. The paper tries reaching to a comprehensive picture of the words 
related to, and components writing the toponym of UR in the 21-st century BCE. 
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